6th Grade Social Studies

Unit 1 Project


	Unit 1 - Geography

	To show what you have learned in this unit, you will create and analyze your very own map projection.
· You will create and draw a unique map projection and label its important parts. 

· You will write an analysis that explains how all maps are distorted, including yours, and explains how your map might affect people’s views of the world and the people in it. 

· You may work individually or in pairs.



Grade Breakdown

Neatly drawn and labeled map – 40%

Neatly written and edited analysis – 40%

Project completed on time – 20%

There will be time in class to work on the maps and written analysis, but you are expected to finish your analysis individually OUTSIDE OF CLASS if you do not finish.  
	Project Timeline (dates are subject to change)

	
	Project introduced

	
	Check-in #1: Each group has decided on a projection and started their map

	
	Check-in #2: Each student has completed Part One of the written analysis

	
	Check-in #3: Each student has completed Part Two of the written analysis

	
	Final project due by 3:35 pm


 How to get help if you need it:

· Listen and ask questions in class

· Come to T. Steve’s office hours (Wed 11:45-12:30)
· Email T. Steve with questions (Steveb@icscharter.com)

I have read this project description carefully. I’m aware of all responsibilities and due dates. 

	

	


	Student Name
	Student Signature

	

	


	Parent Name
	Parent Signature


	Required Elements of Map Projection 
	Required Elements of Written Analysis

	· Title
	· Student’s name

	· Legend
	· Title

	· Compass Rose
	· Clearly indented paragraphs

	· Seven Continents (drawn and labeled)
	· Explanation of why all map projections are distorted

	· At least four oceans (drawn and labeled)
	· Description of two common projections and their distortions

	· Lines of latitude (including degrees N and S)
	· Description of your map projection and how it represents the Earth

	· Lines of longitude (including degrees E and W)
	· Explanation of how your projection might make us view the world & its people

	· Prime Meridian
	

	· Equator
	


	Scoring Rubric

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient 
	Approaching
	Unsatisfactory 
	Score

	Timeliness

20 points
	Entire project handed in on time
	Project incomplete or not handed in on time
	

	World map

40 points
	Map projection shows evidence of substantial thought and effort. Student included all necessary elements. Projection is original and creative.
	Map projection is creative, and shows evidence of thought and effort. Student included all necessary elements.
	Map projection shows evidence of thought and effort, but is not very original or creative. Student included almost all necessary elements.
	Map projection shows little evidence of thought or effort. Student did not include the necessary elements.
	

	Content of written analysis

30 points
	Clearly and thoroughly explains the distorted nature of maps. Clearly and thoroughly explains the student’s map projection and offers a thoughtful analysis.
	Clearly explains the distorted nature of maps. Clearly explains the student’s map projection, and offers a simple analysis.
	Explains the distorted nature of maps. Describes and attempts to analyze the student’s map projection.
	Analysis is missing, or does not explain the distorted nature of maps or the student’s own map projection.
	

	Grammar of written analysis

10 points
	There are few to no grammatical or spelling errors in the essay. Analysis is neatly written and correctly formatted.
	No more than 3 grammatical or spelling errors per paragraph. Analysis is neatly written and correctly formatted.
	Three to five grammatical or spelling errors per paragraph. Parts of the analysis are hard to read or formatted incorrectly.
	There are more than 5 grammatical or spelling errors per paragraph. Analysis is unreadable or not properly formatted.
	


